Writ by 


Mijn HEER FAGEL, 


ÞP E N SI ONER to the Great and Mighty Lords, the States | 
of Holland and Weſtfrieſland. 


Writ in French on the gth of April, N. Stile 1688. 


To the Marquil of Albeville , Envoy Extraordinary of His Majeſty 
of Great Britain, to the High and Mighty the States 
General of the United Provinces. 


To which is prefixt an Account in Dutch of the Letter writ by 


Mijn Heer 


FAGEL on the 


4th of November 1n the 


Iu 1687. to Mr. Stewart, written by the ſaid Penſt0- 
ner, and published by his Order. 


Printed at the Hague b Pames Scheltus ,. Printer to the States of Holland and Weltfrieſland. 


RE ADER; 


Gaſpar Fagel, having the honour to ſerve 
the Great and Mi ghty States of Holland 
and Weftfrieſland in the Quality of their 

- Penſioner , cannot any longer delay the gi- 
ving the Publick this account, that in the 
:Moneth of Fuly laſt 1687. 1 was very 

earnellly deſired by Mr.Fames Stewart Adyocat, 


Tranſlated out of the French and Dutch into English. 


to write to Mis what were the Prince and Prin- 


. ce of Orange's Thoughts concerning the repea- 


ling of the Teſt and the Penal} Laws : but was 
not caſily brought to put Pen to Paper on this 
ſubject, becauſe I knew that their Highneſſes 
thoughts, did not agrec with his Majefties : fo 
that the wie in ſuch matters was -cxtream 

| tcn- 


tender: therefore I delayed it till I was more 
earneſtly preſſed to it; and it was Intimated to 
me, that thoſe preſſing deſires were made by 
His Majefties Knowledgand Allowance: at lit 
I did according to the mind of their Highnzſſes, 
draw the Letter which I writ to Mr. Stewart 
on the 4th of November : I tranfimitted* the 
draught of my Lerrer to their Highneſſes, and 
received upon it their order to ſend it, after that 
their Highneſſes had read and examined the 
draught in Dutch, together with the I ranſla- 
tion of it into Erglich : upon all thisI ſent my 
Letter to Mr Stewart inthe beginning of No- 
#ember.; and receivedan anſwer from him, by 
which he ſignified, that he had shewed my Ler- 
ter, both to the Earl.of Melfort and to the Earl 
of Sunderland., and that it was. alſo Shewed: 
to the King himſelf; nor did he inthe leaſt inti- 


mate to me that it was deſired that I chould make. 


any great ſecret of it, ortake care that it should 
not become publick: That Lerrer,was afterwards 
about the midle of January, printed in Eng- 
land ;. and upon its coming over into this Coun- 
zrey, if has occaſioned a great deal of noiſe ; yet 
I 'have not hitherto concerned my ſelf in all 
thoſe diſcourſes, or in all that has been writ and 
printed upon it. But haye letall people reaſon or 
write concerning it as they pleaſed : But IT have 
lately ſeen an Eng!:5b Book, entitled , Parliamen- 
tum Pgcificum , printed in London, 1n this pre- 
ſet year, by vertue of a Licence ſigned by the 
Earl of Sanderland - in which that Lerrer writ 
by me ,-is not only called a Pretended Piece, but 
It is ſaid , that that which I had ſet forth in my 
Lerter concetrhing the Prince and Priaceſſcs 
thoughts, relating to the. repeal of the T?ſt and 
the Penall Iawes was advanced by me without 
the knowledg of their - Highneſſes, atleaſt of her 
Royal Highneſs - and by this the Reader may be 
perhaps wrought on to believe either that my 
Letter was a Pretended Piece, and Forgery, or 
that I writ it without Order.from their Highne/- 
ſes ; ſince it may indeed ſeem ſcarce probable, 
that the Author could haye obtained a Licence 
for the printing ofa paper that contains ſuch falſ- 
hoods in it , which the Court and in particu- 
lar the Earl of Sunderland could not but know 
to be ſuch: for they know well both that the 
Leritzr was writ by me, and that I was ordered 
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to write it by their Highneſſes 2 therefore T could 
not delay any longer to undeceive the world. - 
Thus Il amobliged to publish this account of the 
matter. [ have ſtill in my poſlefſion, thoſe 
Letters by which I was earneſtly preſſed to write 
the fore-mentioned Lerrer, in which itis expreſ- 
ly ſaid, that rhey were writ by bi Majeſties Knows- 
ledge and Allowance : | have alſo that T#- 
ter in which notice is given that my Letter 
had come to hand, and thatit was sShewed not 
only to the Earls of Melfort and: Sunderland, 
but to his Majeſty-himſelt,, fo that they know 
well thatit is no Pretended Piece, I have alſv 


"by me the Letrer, by which His Highneſs defired 


me to ſend my Lettcrto Mr. Stewart , together: 
with the English Tranſlation ofit: all-whichT 
willprint, if I find it neceſſary. So that it is a. 
groſle abuſe put on the world, to ſay that my 
Letter isa Forger; , finceas it was truly writ by 
me, ſo ithas been avowed by me ever fince it 

firſt appeared: And it is a baſe Calumny and 

Slander, to ſay, that I writ that account of their 

Highneſſes thoughts concerning the Repeal of 
the "Teſt and: the Penal lawes Without their 
knowledg; which appears ſo much the more 
evident, finceit cannot be imagined, that their: 
Highneſſes would not have expreſled their juſt re- 
ſentments,atfſo high and extravagant a preſump- 
tion as I Should have committed, if I had writ- 
ren any account of their thoughts , without their 
knowledg: All this has obliged me for my own 
Vindication to write the following Lerrer, to- 
the Marquis of <Atheville, His Majeſtys: Envoy. 
70 the States : becauſe have had much diſcourſe- 
with him concerning the writing of that -Lerrer, 
long before this book” called Parliamentum Pa» 

cificum was published : but I will not engage my: 
ſelf any.further to examin the reaſonings of the 
Author of that pamphlet : for I know well, that 
in thoſe matters the world isdivided into yery 

difterent ſentiments, and that-men arc apt to ap-- 
prove or cenſure ſuch things, according totheir: 
preconceived opinions: Of allthis I thoughtit 
necellary to advertiſe my Reader, and. to order 
this account of tny Lerrer to be printed by þk. 
known Printer froma Copy figncd by my hand: 

At the Hague the 10th of April, 1688. . 


GASPAR FAGEL. 
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A Copy of the Letter Writ by Mijn Heer Fagel, 
__ to theeMarguis of Albewille bearing date 
_ the 9® of April, 1688. 


Here has appeared-here an English book, 

Printed at London, this year entitled 

* Parliamentum Pacificum , with an Im- 
primatur before it ſigned by the Earl 

_ of Sunderland : of which I cannot but 
complain to you how averſe ſoever I am from 
all things of that kind. .It.is affirmed in that 
book, that the Lerrer which I writ to Mr. Sze- 
zoart the 4th. of November, laſt year, concerning 
the Teft and the Penal Laws isa Pretended Piece, 
or at leaft that I writ it without order ;. and: 
Without the conſert of their Highneſſss , and more 
particularly of her. Rogal, Highneſs the Þ R 1 v- 
CESS of ORANGE: I will not engage 
my ſelfto examin and: refute the particulars that 
are in that- Book, ' for that were as unſuteable to. 


 theCharaQter I bear, asitis to my own Incli- 


nations; which do both concur in making it 
unfit for-me to enter upon a publick diſpute in 
things of this nature: Batyou cannot think it 


| ſtrange, if I defire you tocall to mind, that it 


was not of my own head that I was engaged to 


- . write that Zerrer which 1s now called in que- 


ſtion : it was far from that: I was preſſed by 
earneſt and often repeated Inſtanrves fos the 


His Majeftys- name, to write uponthat ſubje@; 
which at laſt prevailed with me; yet I went 
about it with all the caution thata matter of ſach: 


Importance required; and I took caze not to: 


to all that have ſpoke to me upon the SubjeE. 
But that which troubles me more is, that I am 
accuſed for having made uſe of their Highneſs 
name , and in particular of her Roya} Highneſs 
withouttheir' @7der, as if I were capable of ſo. 
Infamons a:Forgery,, and of an Impoſture fo 
unworthy of any man of honour, and that chie- 


fly-in a matter of ſo great Conſequence. Sir, 
. you mbſtnot think it ſtrange, ifin this I appeal to 


your ſelf, to that which you know, and which 
you haye often owned to me your ſef: that 
their Higmſs,and particularly Her Royal Highneſs, 
have often exprefled-to you their thoughts con- 
cerning the 'Teft and tbe Penal Laws, conform 
to that which 1 writ in their. names: which you 
owned to me, that you had writ to the Cour? 
of Englaxd , long before I writ that Lerrer , and 
that therefore you could not imagin upon 
what reaſon the Court could preſs me fomuch 
as they did to write to Mr. Szexwart. I doaſlure 


" you, | find my ſelf very little concerned in what 


write one ſingle period in that whole Lerter, that 


I apprehended might give His Majefty the leaſt 


offence: yet after all I ſee this Lerzer is treated 


asan Impofture, ina Book published by Autho- 
rity: tho both His Majeſty and the whole Court 
know the truth of this matter ; which Sir, I have 
in particular owned to your ſelf, as being the 
Kings Miniſter here : as I havealſo. owned it 


is faid in this late Book, or in any other of that 
kind: I foreſaw well enough from the beginning 
that I Should be atfackt upon the account of my 
Letter : in which it was Indifterent to me what 
any man thought of it. But this Book being pu- 


the Earl of Sunderland Preſident of His Majeſtys 
Council and. Secretary of State, I find my 
honour. is ſo tonched” in it, that I am obliged to 
undeccive the world, of the falie accuſation 
with. which I aw charged init. And Ithought 
Sir, that I could hot do this bertcr, then by 
writing to you,/ that are His Majeſtys Minifter, 
and whoknow pericaly the truth of the matter, 
that is fow called in queſtion : aud therefore I 
deſire you will wzite concerning it, tothe Earl 
of Sunderland : 1 believe he has not teen or at 
leaſt that he has not conſidered the paſſages of 
that Book that do concern me. Tor I am ſure 
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ifhe had done that,he would never have licenced 
it: for My Lord Sunderland knows, as well as 


any man alivedoes, that my Letter to Mr. Steav- 


art is no Prerended piece + he himſelf ſaw the 
Letter,or at leaſt theEnglich Tranſlation of it that 
I ſent along with it : And he could not but know 


likewiſe, both by your Letters, and by what 
you told by word of mouth, that their Highneſoos, 


and in particular Her Royal Highneſs , have often 


owned to you, their ſenſe of the Teft: and the 


Penal Laws , conform to that which I writ in 
their nameto Mr. Stewart. So I do perſuade 
my ſelf, that My Lord Sunder/and will have the 
Tuſtice and Goodneſs to. recall: this: Jicence;, 
which has been obtained of him by..a ſurpriſe}: 
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and thatihe Author of fo mattifeſt and ſo Inju- 


rious a Calumny , Shall be punished as he deſer- 
veth. I willnotlikewiſe conceal fromyon, the 


_ defign I have of publishing an account of all 


that has paſled inthis matter, as well as of this 
Letter , which I take theliberty now to write to 
you, in which mydefign is notto enter into an 

diſpate concerning the matter it ſelf, much leſs 
to offend any perſon whatſoever, but only to 
coyer my honour which is ſtruck at by this arzro- 


cious Galumny. I am Sir your moſt humble and 
molt obedient Seryant. h = 


_ .GAsPAR FAGEL, 


S220 "U___ 


e | Pp 


To all which this Atteſtation'of the Printer . is added. 


I the under ſubſcribing' James Scheltus Printer 
in Ordinaryto The Great and Mighty Lords:the 
States of Holland and Weſtfrifeland, d-velling 
in the Hague, do declare and atteft by theſe pre- 
ſents , that the Writing bere publiched , together ith 
the Copy of the letter writ in French to the Mar- 
quis of Albeville Envoy Extraordinary of His 
Majeſty of Great Brittain to the States, were 


delivered into my hands ig orde? to their being Prin« 
ted, by Miin Heer Gaſpar Fagel, Penſioner to 
the abovenamed Lords and States:of Holland 
and Weftfriſeland, -a»d that 1 have printed ther 
by his expreſs Order. «At the Hague 7he 10th, of 
«April 1688; w ET : 


' J. ScnzLTvy. * 


F.TN186 


